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Concept Note 
 
 
It isn’t just a buzzword anymore. 5G holds the promise of changing the world by 
disrupting the way we live and work. Its unique characteristics (fast speeds, low latency, 
connection capability and unparallel reliability) are not only reshaping the future of 
social interaction but also urban planning, transport and public safety, along with critical 
sectors like healthcare and education.  
 
Many cities around the world are already carrying out 5G trials to improve governance 
and outfit their residents with state-of-the-art services. This new use cases and 
applications will positively impact different industry sectors. Niche opportunities will 
arise as companies in a variety of sectors can optimize processes and act on real-time 
data analytics, resulting in a huge boost in productivity.  
 
But it isn’t all plain sailing. The time it takes to implement the hardware for this next-
gen wireless network -say antennas, towers, wiring, etc.-, the need for regulatory 
approvals, the lack of coverage area by 5G cells, and network construction costs are still 
obstacles to overcome.  
 
In the meantime, some are moving in a different direction. On April, the European 
Commission ruled in favor of the Wi-Fi-based ITS-G5 standard ahead of the 5G-based C-
V2X to encourage connected car adoption. The EU’s view is that Wi-Fi is more readily 
available and could be used to improve road safety more rapidly than 5G. On the 
contrary, the GSMA says Wi-Fi is an old technology that will not reduce road accidents 
and has urged EU Member States and the European Parliament to reject the proposed 
rules.  
 
All in all, rolling out 5G in a timely manner is a challenging task. Still, telecom companies 
are expected to invest as much as $275 billion into 5G infrastructure before 2025. So, 
it’s clear which way the wind is blowing.  
 
In this scenario, it is critical that cities put in place policies that enable enterprises to 
leverage the power of the new network platform, be it by favoring the so-called network 
slicing, which allows multiple virtual networks to be created on top of a common shared 
physical infrastructure, or by enhancing the high performance and security of the 5G 
platform, which will definitely take digital transformation to new heights.  
 

https://www.gsma.com/IC/wp-content/uploads/2019/02/22209-Intelligent-connectivity-report.pdf
https://www.gsma.com/IC/wp-content/uploads/2019/02/22209-Intelligent-connectivity-report.pdf
https://www.gsma.com/IC/wp-content/uploads/2019/02/22209-Intelligent-connectivity-report.pdf
https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2019/01/5g-will-redefine-entire-business-models-here-s-how/
https://www.techradar.com/news/eu-backs-wifi-over-5g-for-connected-cars
https://newsroom.accenture.com/news/new-research-from-accenture-strategy-highlights-economic-and-societal-impact-of-investing-in-5g-infrastructure.htm
https://www.ericsson.com/en/digital-services/trending/network-slicing
https://www.ericsson.com/en/digital-services/trending/network-slicing


 

 

 
Expected outcomes 
 
Participants will:  

• Gain deeper knowledge on what are the benefits of implementing 5G networks in 
cities.  

• Get insights on the regulatory, financial and location-specific challenges of 
deploying 5G. 

• Identify the global cities that are leading the way and actively performing 5G trials 
successfully. 

• Learn more about the next steps to overcome the challenges and seize the 
opportunities of the 5G revolution. 
 

Guiding questions 
 
 

• How can 5G improve citizens’ lives in terms of health, connectivity, food supply and 
economic and social benefits? 

• What drawbacks can 5G bring? Which factors should be considered before its 
implementation in cities worldwide? 

• How can the private and public sector partner up to ensure a swift transition from 
4G/LTE to 5G to make cities more livable? 

• What are the next steps in order to receive 5G coverage in urban areas? 
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