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 Concept Note 
 
Urban governance has gained a central role in global development efforts. As it’s often 
expressed on a metropolitan scale, more and more urban experts underline the need to 
discuss what model should be applied when legal borders don’t correspond to the 
governance space anymore.  
 
Nevertheless, the debate is often contentious because of ideologies, interests and 
different ways of understanding the metropolitan space. Some cities are tackling 
metropolitan challenges through metropolitan structures specifically created to that 
purpose, following the merger of municipalities or with a metropolitan level of 
coordination. Others apply less institutionalized models based on voluntary cooperation 
between municipalities. In between, there are sectoral metropolitan agencies or vertical 
coordination between different levels of government (region, province, etc.). 
 
Whereas there is no one-fits-for-all formula as each city has its own characteristics, 
there is a kind of consensus that metropolitan collaborations can help solve common 
urban problems and ease service delivery. However, there are still some challenges that 
need to be overcome.  
 
First of all, there is no political recognition of metropolitan areas. Therefore, they are 
not endowed with the requisite powers to rise to urban challenges. Secondly, there is a 
lack of resources and little fiscal autonomy to tackle the problems faced by metropolitan 
areas. Thirdly, only in a few cases metropolitan areas have directly or indirectly elected 
metropolitan governments. Generally speaking, indirect election models predominate 
which poses a problem of democratic representation and citizen participation. Lastly, in 
a multi-level governance environment, where vertical and horizontal relations exist with 
other levels of government (regional and national) or international networks like 
Metropolis, UCLG, Medcities or EMA, metropolitan areas need to play their role.  
 
In the end, whatever the formula, finding a way to cooperate at metropolitan level and 
being equipped with the necessary institutional, political and financial tools is 
fundamental to strengthen urban governance and meet the requirement of Agenda 
2030 and the Sustainable Development Goals. Do we stand ready to engage in this path?  
 
 
Expected outcomes 
 
Participants will:  

https://urban.jrc.ec.europa.eu/thefutureofcities/urban-governance
https://www.barcelona.cat/metropolis/en/contents/models-and-key-variables-metropolitan-governance
http://habitat3.org/wp-content/uploads/Steering-the-Metropolis-V20.pdf
http://habitat3.org/wp-content/uploads/Steering-the-Metropolis-V20.pdf
https://www.barcelona.cat/metropolis/en/contents/models-and-key-variables-metropolitan-governance
https://www.cidob.org/en/publications/publication_series/opinion/ciudades_globales/in_search_of_a_metropolitan_demos


  

 

 
• Explore how setting up metropolitan governance enables to devise strategies for 

solving communities' problems and keep them running smoothly. 
• Discover the importance of a shared vision among all the stakeholders involved 

when tackling metropolitan governance. 
• Discuss the role of citizen participation in metropolitan governance.  
• Learn about good examples and different models of metropolitan governance. 

 

Guiding questions 
 
 
• How can we move towards governance structures that better coordinate 

planning and service delivery across different jurisdictions?  

• What are the social benefits of metropolitan plans when implementing policies?  

• How can metropolitan areas increase their fiscal autonomy?  

• What are the leading topics on which metropolitan leaders can collaborate?  

 

Keywords 
Metropolitan areas; metropolitan governance; multi-level governance; rural-urban 
link; urban agglomerations; decentralized governance 
 


	Metropolitan Governance: Connecting Urban Cores with their Peripheries
	Concept Note
	Expected outcomes
	Guiding questions
	Keywords


